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Order of Ceremony
Welcome
Diana Martinez, Acting Director
Student Life & Leadership
President’s Welcome
Dr. Clyne Namuo
Interim President of Phoenix College
Presentation of the
Paul Fannin Leadership Award
Deb Spotts, Alumni Association
Presentation of Awards
Award recipients will be honored by name
Closing Remarks
Ralph Thompson
Interim Dean of Student Affairs

2020-2021 Paul J. Fannin
Leadership Award
Nominees

The Paul J. Fannin Leadership Award was established by the Fannin
Family in honor of former Arizona Governor Paul J. Fannin (1959-65).
The award recognizes student leaders at Phoenix College who exhibit
outstanding leadership amongst their peers.

Janelle Chavez

Peniella Irakoze

Ryan Young

“Leaders have the courage to make unpopular decisions and gut calls”
- Jack Welch

Diana Chavez
Nominated by: Yvonne Tapia
Diana Chavez is a member of the Women Rising Chapter at PC for the past two years.
She truly models our program pillars: Sisterhood, Empowerment and Leadership. Aside
from being an excellent student and member of our chapter, she is always striving to
build on her leadership skills by participating in district-wide events and serving as a
student speaker. She has been able to persevere and overcome great obstacles during
the Covid19 pandemic to assure her academic and personal success. Diana will be
graduating from Phoenix College in May 2021 and transferring to ASU to pursue her
goals of becoming a Lawyer.
Janelle Chavez
Nominated by: Rosa Querry
Janelle is a role model for her classmates and students in the first-year dental hygiene cohort.
While maintaining a high GPA in the dental hygiene program, she serves as our Student Success Specialist. I have had the opportunity to work closely with her in support of our students.
She demonstrates the ability to coordinate and implement student success by keeping office
hours to meet with individual students, providing one-on-one/group tutoring sessions to reinforce learning, and directly supports students to enhance their study and organizational skills.
She has created templates for students to use when they are in patient care to assist them in
addressing all pertinent information. Additionally, she openly communicates with me in regards to clarifying assignments and concepts students may be struggling with.
Janelle also serves as our Student Dental Hygienists’ Association (SADHA) Treasurer. In her
role as Treasurer for SADHA , she has demonstrated excellence in organization and leadership. She has maintained accurate
records of the financial status and endorses each expenditure of the association. She works collaboratively with the other officers and student members to ensure that everyone’s ideas are included and well represented.

“What you do has far greater impact than what you say
– Steven Covey
Jasmine Goode
Nominated by: Vashi Worley Moore
It is with great pleasure that I nominate Jasmine Goode, Vice President of the Christian Club for
the Ursa Student Leadership Award. I have had the privilege of watching Jasmine mature into a
lovely and intelligent young woman. I could not be more proud to acknowledge her hard work and
dedication. Jasmine started as an uncertain dual enrollment student. She quickly became involved in and learned how to navigate through the world of academia here at Phoenix College.
She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and serves as a Student Success Coach.
In additon, this semester Jasmine experienced the loss of her grandfather but she did not allow it
to stop her from meeting deadlines and collaborating with peers to ensure projects were completed in a timely fashion. It has
been a great joy to have her as a member of the Christian Club. This year she will graduate. She will be missed.

Peniella Irakoze
Nominated by: Dean Ralph Thompson
Peniella exhibits the epitome of what it means to be a student leader. She is a highly intelligent, extremely motivated, young aspiring, mature, enjoyable, and caring individual with a
compassion for people, which would serve well and align with the values held at Phoenix
College.
Peniella is a participant in many organizations such as Student Governance, and works in
Student Life and Leadership at Phoenix College, and exudes leadership. As a student, she
displayed study skills, critical thinking skills, self-direction and focus. Because of her zeal, and
tenacity, she propelled her GPA to a 3.8 and is now actively participating in Phi Theta Kappa,
honor society.
I have appreciated Peniella’s ability to use her voice to advocate for others, strength to critically think and come up with solutions to
world issues, global thought that influences not only the college community but also the greater society. As a student worker, she
participated in the call campaign personally reaching out to more than a thousand students as welfare checks and encouraging them
to enroll in classes for the spring.

“Leadership is an action not a position.” – Donald McGannon
Zach Knapp
Nominated by: Amy MacPherson
In our new online, COVID world there is always some time spent lamenting the loss of connection.
However, it is funny how it can also CREATE connections. When my co-advisor went marketing one
day wearing a PTK shirt - who knew that would spark a connection and Rho Pi would gain a valuable
leader in the person of Zach Knapp! He has been a regular attendee at our weekly chapter meetings
and become a leader for our College Project related to diversity, equity, and inclusion. His passion
and commitment to making the world a better place is just the kind of leadership we need in the
world today!

“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other—John F. Kennedy

Sarah McAllen
Nominated by: Travis Maldonado
When the PC Esports Club needed leadership, Sarah stepped in and really helped to move it
forward. Sarah has been a positive roll model for our club students, and an advocate for student engagement. She has done a phenomenal job organizing and leading our club meetings, and has also taken on a leadership role in our MCCCD Esports League by helping to
market the league and further encourage student participation. Without students like Sarah,
clubs on campus would not be successful, and for all her help I am truly grateful.

Elsa Ruiz
Nominated by: Doug Northhway
I am proud to nominate a past student of mine, Elsa Ruiz for Ursa Student Leadership
award. Elsa is a volunteer for our Phoenix College site VITA program, which prepares
taxes for our students and community members. Elsa is a team leader for our VITA site.
Elsa goes above and beyond helping not only our tax customers, but Elsa works hard and
longer than required hours working with our other tax preparers to make sure that taxes are
prepared correctly. When I, as site coordinator, needed someone to certify in International
taxes, Elsa quickly volunteered to certify. Elsa spends time with other volunteers answering
questions, reviewing, supporting, and leading by example. Our VITA site would not be the
same without Elsa. She is dependable, supportive, a team player, and a natural leader in
the group.

Hanah Ruiz
Nominated by: Robin Cotter
For the past 2 years, it has been both my honor and privilege to have Hanah Ruiz
as my student success specialist for Bio 181 and Bio 205. Dedicated to helping
students succeed, Hanah has always gone above and beyond to help the
students in my courses develop time-management skills and study strategies.
Always willing to wear funny costumes and join in role-playing exercises, Hanah
has helped make learning fun for my students even in the online environment.
Not only is Hanah a content expert, she is also an amazing role model, willing to
share her personal journey to help encourage and inspire other students. It is my
great pleasure to nominate Miss Hanah Ruiz for the Ursa Student Leadership
Award

"A genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus, but a molder of consensus." Amanda Siegrest
Nominated by: Rebecca Horton
Amanda is a wonderful student who has gone above and beyond for her dental hygiene class and
for her community. She is the President of the Student American Dental Hygienist Association club
within the dental hygiene program, representing her classmates well. Amanda is a natural leader,
who takes on various challenges and uses her critical thinking skills to come up with many great
ideas put to use within the club and in serving the community. The students have been challenged
with many obstacles this past year and Amanda continues to be the face of her cohort, constantly
advocating and leading them in a positive direction. I have no doubt Amanda will be a caring and
successful hygienist and I hope that she continues to lead others as she has proven to do within the
last two years.

Brittany Spears
Nominated by: Amy MacPherson
Brittany is even more amazing than her famous name! She is a rock-star in the truest sense of the
word. She is a dedicated wife and mother. She is an outstanding student. She is an amazing PTK
Rho Pi Chapter Officer and a PTK AZ Region Officer. Somehow she manages to balance all these
roles and responsibilities and still make each person she meets feel heard and cared for - she is a
true servant leader and I am grateful to have her at Phoenix College.

Lucero Vargas
Nominated by: Brenda Maynard
Lucero is the president for Phi Beta Lambda, our PC Business Club. Prior to being the president for
the past few years, she was a very active member. Lucero is really the reason our club still exists
today. During Covid, it has been very challenging to keep students interested in the club, or to
engage new members. But Lucero doesn't give up! She continues to serve not only as our
president, but is also on the Phi Beta Lambda State Board, and may (a little birdie told me!)
consider running for state president! She is the face of Phi Beta Lambda, and her welcoming smile
and enduring spirit make her worthy of this Ursa Student Leadership Award.

“A Leader is a dealer in hope”
-Napoleon Bonaparte
Ryan Young
Nominated by: Fred Amador
Ryan works as a peer mentor for the Arizona Children’s Association. He helps support youth who
are transitioning out of foster care to find housing, connections and employment. Ryan is very
engaged with many local and national organizations that support foster care youth.
Here are some of the State and National organizations Ryan is involved in:
National Foster Youth Institute, Arizona Delegate, Foster Care Alumni of America, Arizona
Chapter, Chairperson, Casey Family Programs, Constituent Consultant, Arizona Department of
Child Safety, Youth Empowerment Council, Citizen review panel, Co-chairperson, Thriving
Families, Safer Children Initiative, Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation, Keys to Success
Youth Advisory Board. City of Phoenix, Youth and Education Commission, Youth Commissioner
Ryan is also an outstanding student. He was inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society in December 2020. He was also
awarded the Maricopa Nina Mason Pulliam Legacy Scholarship in May 2020. Ryan’s GPA is a 3.8 even with all his involvement and
working part time. In my twenty plus years as a faculty member I have rarely seen someone with this level of dedication and passion
that Ryan demonstrates every day as a student and a community leader.

Christian Club Members
Bryan Ixtabalan, Jasmine Goode, Joshua Smith,
Kristen Oliva Marrero
Nominated by: Vashi Worley Moore
It is with great pleasure that I nominate the students of the
Christian Club. Each of these students shares the love of
God as they interact with each other and with members of
the community. They look for opportunities to operate in
their personal ministries and use their gifts in talents to help
strengthen each other. Thank you so much for being willing
to bring your authentic self to all of our interactions. It is a
privilege to know each of you.

“Great leaders are not defined by the absence of weakness, but rather by
the presence of clear strengths” - John Zenger
Phi Theta Kappa - Rho Pi
Yahir Mendoza Rubio, Charidy Hullihen, Brittany Spears, David Leon Ortiz, Pocahontas Daniels, George Childs, Michaela Footracer,
Maricruz Chavez-Tinoco, Amanda Nolan, Janet Hernandez, Sara Davis

Nominated by: Amy MacPherson
In the words of Dr Lynn Tinchner-Ladner, President and CEO of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society:
“Dear Rho Pi Chapter Leadership Team, I wanted to take a moment to personally congratulate you on being named Most
Distinguished Chapter for the Arizona Region. This recognition reflects your dedication and determination during a truly
unprecedented year. The most distinguished chapter represents the highest commitment to learning and student success—I am
very proud of your entire chapter.”
The team has met nearly every week since the pandemic started - yes, even during the summer! They collected and distributed
food, helped with the transition to online learning, all while maintaining their classes, family obligations and more. Great work
team!

Student Life and Leadership Team
Kerrington Vaughn, Peniella Irakoze, Heather Agoodie, Michelle Cunneen
Nominated by: Diana Martinez
It is an honor to recognize the Student Life and Leadership student team for the Ursa Award. They are a hard working, dedicated,
and energetic group of individuals. Covid-19 put a damper the activity we are used to in the SU, but each staff member has found
their niche to support our students.
Kerrington: Our Busy Fashionista – She is our veteran student and does an amazing job of helping out where needed. She
has 3 jobs, two of which are in the fashion field. She is living her dream!
Peniella: Our Calling Machine – Peniella was unsure of making phone calls o students but has taken on that job and has come
to love it! She has made her way to over 1,000 calls to students.
Heather: Our Public Speaker – Heather has been our go to when we need a student to be the face of Student Life. She is
poised and ready to share her experiences about Phoenix College.
Michelle: Our Technical Guru – Michelle is a graduate of Google University and is our guru on Zoom, WebEx, and Google websites. She is a wonderful support to our office and I’m not sure what I’d do without her. She has recently added “Cat Herder” to
her resume. Thank you Michelle!

“Leaders aren’t born, they are
made. And they are made just like
anything else, through hard
work. And that’s the price we’ll
have to pay to achieve that goal,
or any goal.”
- Vince Lombardi

Special thanks to:
Ursa Nominators (PC Faculty and Staff)
Phoenix College Alumni Association
Family and Friends who endlessly support our
Phoenix College Students

SLL Student Staff, Vashi Worley,
& Diana Martinez

Our Sincerest Gratitude to
Dr. Clyne Namuo
Interim President, Phoenix College,
Dr. Heather Kruse
Interim Vice President, Student Affairs,

Ralph D. Thompson, II
Interim Dean, Student Affairs,
for their steadfast support of our students

“The Challenge of leadership
is to be strong, but not rude;
be kind, but not weak, be
bold, but not bully; be
thoughtful, but not lazy; be
humble, but not timid; be
proud but not arrogant; have
humor, but without folly.”
– John Rohn
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